THE ANN ARBOR NEWS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2005  Managing editor, features Judy McGovern can be reached at (734) 994-6863 Fa(734) $94-6879 E-mail: jmegovern@annarbomews com

j

[ Personal Technology, E4 .
Jane Brody, Carolyn Hax, E5

Suaaercomrees Good news for snorers, their spouses, E6

JUDY McGOVERN

The Ann Arbor News

Whose vision
will prevail
in Ann Arbor?

I happened to eall Sandy Ar-
linghaus when, as luck would
have it, our minds were on the
same thing.

Well, more or less the same
thing.

What a eoincidence, the for-
mer chairwoman of the city Plan-
Boouk i Arbow bR

now."

Mow, this particular flood was
confined to a computer model
running in Arlinghaus’s office in
the University of Michigan's
School uI’Hntmq"u.l Respurces and
Environment.

But Arlinghaus, who teaches
mathematical geography and .
population-environment dynam-
ics at U-M, worries that in the fu-
ture streets and neighborhoods
could be really, rather than virtu-
nlJ,y,wmmp&&

“I'm adamantly opposed to any
building in the flood way or flood ;
plain,” she gaid

Add that to the list of issues
that will be under a

pr&senttllmr recammendations
bom:;ﬁg town density.

I wasnt exactly
thinking of flooding, I was think-

ing aboul those recommends-
tiong - and what's apt to come
next.

Informed by public :
meetings wilh mMm.
real estate folks, representatives
of various city boards and com-

changes.

But even among community
members who accept the prem-
ise that growth is desirable,
there are very different ideas
about building helghts and aes-
thetics, the mix of land uses,
types of housing and the import
of amenities like public trans-
portation, parking, public and
ErBen Spaces.

Reconeciling those differences
will test the skills of the “new ur-
banist” planners at the Berkeley-
hased Calthorpe Associates, Tt
will, more imperiantly, test city
leaders and residents long afler
the consultants have moved on.

Ii's worth remembering that
the planning initiative began with
mMﬂFﬂm: John Hi-aral'li;rgfwhn, Tollow-

g voter approval of a
Deograrm, created § ok foroe o
identify obstacles to increasing
residential development in the
downtown.

Hiefije plainly imagines a

se2s it as a way of promoting
a healthy economy.

There's to support that
vision. the City Councll and
Downtown Development Author-
ity, which contributed some
$200,000 to the Calthorpe project,
are on board.

Stll, it’s a vision that necessar-
ily revolves around upscake din-
* ing, shopping and entertainment
opportunitics and a dmnm
ically skewesd population.
er the picture of downtown Ann
Arbor, circa 2030, forecast in
Calthorpe’s final workshop:

B Commercial space that's
used less and less for office and
maore for restanrants and enter-
tainment establishments.

B New residential units oceu-

led primarily by retired baby
B:)mm:rs. U-M alum and young

B Contimied movement to-

ward Ann Arbor as a regional
an t

but not a description of a well-

halanced downtown either.

Yes, there will undoubtedly be
attempts to address affordability
in Calthorpe's proposals. But,
there's a ilmlttnwhat 's feasible,
And it remains clear that a.l:l-

town area is vilal, boo,

Whether your primary con-
cern is the floodplain, Aspen-
izalion or creating a greenway,
it's safe bet there's u:-m&tlung in
this project for you. The
Calthorpe recommendations
are due Dec. 5. Stay tuned.




